Christians4Palestine— Ireland

Bulletin

Volume 1, Number 3, August 2025

‘Peace, justice and equality for all our brothers and sisters in Palestine — Christian, Muslim and Jew’

Introduction

Christians4Palestine Ireland is a multi-faith, cross-community activist organisation that works to
raise awareness of the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian people and the injustices perpetrated
against them. This bulletin aims to provide articles and information to broaden knowledge and

understanding of the region.

Help spread the word

We need your help. Please contact us if:

e you would like to know more about
cross community services we hope to
hold in the very near future in support
of Gaza/Palestine.

e your church has demonstrated support
for the Palestinian People suffering
genocide.

e you would like to hold a cross-
community service or fund raising ac-
tivity for Palestine/Gaza.

e you could help distribute future editions
of this bulletin outside churches or to
place them in church foyer

Send your contact information:

Your name

Email

Phone number
Church Name
Pastor/Priest name

Contact us at

Email:christians4palestine@outlo
ok.com

Podcasts, bulletins, fundraising
projects and and many other re-
sources are available free on the
website.

Web: Christians4palestine.orqg
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How the Christians in Palestine
are Treated by the Israeli Regime

Most people will be familiar with the living horror that is Gaza but many will be unfa-
miliar with the current situation in the other Occupied Palestinian Territories.

The Christian population in Palestine is one of the oldest in the world. A few years
ago it constituted 10% of the population and now it makes up only 1%. The oppres-
sion of the Palestinian population takes shape in a number of ways that result in
making life and the ability to earn a living extremely difficult. This results in emigra-
tion to try and find work.

Father Bashar Fawadleh is a Palestinian Christian. He is parish priest of Christ The
Redeemer church in Taybeh, West Bank, part of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem.

‘Palestinian Christians want to live in peace. But over the past few years, more and
more Jewish settlements have occupied land surrounding my city, Taybeh, in the
West Bank.

A few weeks ago, construction began on a new settlement in the east of Taybeh.
Then they came with 20 cows and grazed them among our olive trees, which de-
stroyed the harvest and damaged the trees.

Last Monday, settlers started a fire in the cemetery behind the ancient church of St
George, which has been here since the 5th century.

Taybeh is a very unique place because Jesus visited this village. In John 11:54, it
says Jesus “withdrew to a region near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim” -
we are Ephraim. We were not converted from another religion to Christianity. We
were born Christian - and our great great grandfathers and mothers were born
Christian. So, Christians have been here for thousands of years. And we will stay
here, despite everything, because we love our land - but we need peace.

People might be surprised to hear about Jews attacking Christians, but settler at-
tacks happen [not because of religion] but because we are Palestinians.

I'm a Christian priest, and I'm Palestinian. | was born in Jerusalem, and my family
are from a small village near Ramallah. | am forbidden to go to Jerusalem without
permission. | am forbidden to drive my car without permission. These restrictions are
because we are Palestinians, not because we are Christians or Muslims. That’s why
we are asking the international community for our rights - the rights to move, to live,
to travel, to play, to learn, to go for a picnic, to have some rest, to go to the beach.
We don’t have those rights.

Since 7 October, the situation has got a lot worse. When the war began, many peo-
ple were forbidden from going to Jerusalem to work. In Taybeh, 70 families were
forbidden, so unemployment now is very high.

Further Reading:
West Bank: Jewish settlers attack Taibeh residents - Vatican News

After settlers attacked our church's graveyard, Palestinian Christians like me are
living in fear | Opinion | Premier Christianity

Israeli police assault Palestinian Christians on Holy Saturday



https://www.christians4palestine.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:54&version=NIV&src=tools
https://www.premierchristianity.com/news-analysis/whats-happening-in-israel-and-gaza-and-how-should-christians-pray/16472.article
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2025-07/israel-west-bank-jewish-settlers-christians-palestinians-war.html
https://www.premierchristianity.com/opinion/after-settlers-attacked-our-churchs-graveyard-palestinian-christians-like-me-are-living-in-fear/19737.article
https://www.premierchristianity.com/opinion/after-settlers-attacked-our-churchs-graveyard-palestinian-christians-like-me-are-living-in-fear/19737.article
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/7c-jFzgYnPU

How can you help stop the
Genocide?

It is difficult to watch horrific images coming
from Gaza on a nightly basis. Nevertheless
it is important to keep up to date with the
current situation and how you can help. It is
also vital to educate your friends and family
on Gaza and the erosion of a free press
and individual freedoms of citizens that
have occurred as a result of the Govern-
ment/Press bias.

What is BDS?

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) are a positive series of actions aimed
at targeting the Israeli Regime and compa-
nies who support it. BDS was a key factor
that ended the Apartheid Regime in south
Africa that oppressed the majority black
population. The strategy is to select a few
significant companies and to have a big
impact by getting people to focus their
spending power on them.

BDS Targets

We encourage you to change your buying
habits and support local produce and com-
panies by buying from them.

1. Allianz Insurance Group —is a ma-
jor investor in ELBIT Systems who sup-
ply the arms and drones used to Kill
civilians in Gaza. Check your insurance
supplier and switch to a different provid-
er.

2. Booking.com and VRBO —both
companies advertise properties in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories stolen
by Settler Colonialists. If you select a
property or hotel on their web site then
book it directly with the hotel. You will
discourage their support for genocide
and find it 10%-20% cheaper as well.

3. Starbucks - buy your coffee in local
coffee houses boycott Starbucks

4. McDonalds — buy your food in local
cafes and restaurants

5. lIsraeli products in supermarkets.

Apartheid Free Zones

C4P is encouraging companies and organi-
sations to register and become an Apart-
heid Free Zone. This means starting to
make the transition from goods and ser-
vices that support the genocide directly or
indirectly.

We are working with restaurants, bars and
Churches to start that process. More infor-
mation in the next bulletin

‘What Spirit are You Of ?’ Luke ch 9 (54-56)

Context: Jesus, on his final journey from Galilee to Jerusalem,
sends messengers ahead to villages in Samaria that he’ll be passing
through, so that the people could gather to hear him and have their
sick healed. (The Samaritans were ethnically and religiously similar
to the Jews, but with a long history of hostility.)

One Samaritan village didn't welcome him nor offer hospitality.
James and John, the ‘Sons of Thunder,” were offended by this and
ask Jesus, ‘Do you want us to call fire down from heaven? And
consume them as Elijah did?" (Referencing a story from 2nd
Kings, Chapter 1, when the Israeli king whose capital was in Samaria
sends soldiers to escort Elijah for an audience). After fire falling, an
Angel then speaks to Elijah, saying ‘Stop being afraid and go with
them.’ Fear unlocks violence, supposedly from Heaven.

But James and John only selectively recall the story remembering
only the ‘calling down fire’ part. They want to repeat the slaughter.
They ignore the Angelic intervention. Jesus turns and rebukes them
saying "You do not know what spirit you are of. The Son of Man
has not come to destroy the lives of human beings but to save
them.”

Some Christians may think, ‘It's in the Bible, so it must be of God,
right?’ No! Wrong! You can find things in the Bible that you can-
not find in the spirit of Jesus.

So, when Christians rush to the Bible to cite the wars of Joshua, or
Saul’'s slaughter of the Amalekites or Elijah’s ‘drone strike’ - in order
to provide biblical justification for the wars they love and the violence
they long for - they have departed from the Spirit of Jesus — who
did not come to steal land, kill enemies, and destroy villages. He
came that we might have life and have it more abundantly.

We often use the Bible to justify our own prejudices. The question
isn't ‘Can we find it in the Bible?’ The question is ‘Can we find it in
Jesus?’ If we weaponise the Bible against other people, we do not
have the spirit of Jesus. The Bible is filled with violence because it's
one of the primary problems of the human condition. Therefore Je-
sus must be the judge and determination of how we read, inter-
pret, and apply scripture.

So, who are our ‘Samaritans,” who are the people towards whom
you feel a strong passion of dislike that you would wish them great
harm? Then we need to re-read the very subversive story of ‘The
Good Samaritan.’ It would be like preaching to Israelis and giving
them the parable of the Good Palestinian.

We want the simplicity of black and white and good and evil. Evil over
there and good over here. But the Holy Spirit is the spirit of advocacy,
of love, not accusation. So when Jesus hears that he was unwelcome
in a Samaritan village, he just walks on by - on his final journey.

Life is a pilgrimage not a war. And never forget that it’s the New
Testament that interprets the Old, NOT the reverse.

Dr Brian Zahnd, the founder and lead pastor of Word of Life
Church



