LEGAL MEMORANDUM

Subject. Serious Violations of International Humanitarian and Human

Rights Law in Taybeh, Palestine

Period: November—December (Christmas Season)

Message: Our Christmas Is a Story of Land

From:.

Latin Parish Taybeh — Palestine

To:

Diplomatic Missions and International Representatives

Date:
02\01\2026



L. Purpose of the Memorandum

This memorandum is submitted to inform diplomatic missions of the

deteriorating humanitarian and legal situation in the town of Taybeh,

Palestine, during November and December, a period of special religious

significance due to preparations for Christmas.

It secks urgent diplomatic engagement in response to ongoing violations of

international humanitarian law (IHL) and international human rights law

(IHRL).

II. Summary of Facts

1. Attacks on Civilian Property

@)

On 5 December, settlers set fire to two civilian-owned vehicles
belonging to residents of Taybeh.

Approximately two weeks earlier, two additional vehicles were
vandalized, and the entrance of a newly constructed
residential building on the main road was deliberately

damaged.

2. Violations Against Farmers and Livelihoods

@)

@)

Farmers in eastern Taybeh, particularly near locally owned
poultry farms, are subjected to daily harassment and
intimidation by settlers.

These actions obstruct access to work and undermine basic

means of livelihood.

3. Military Measures and Movement Restrictions

Recurrent closure of checkpoints surrounding the town.
Near-daily military incursions, creating a persistent
atmosphere of fear and insecurity, particularly affecting

children and the elderly.



4. Humanitarian Impact — Forced Displacement

o As a result of these conditions, approximately 15 families, in
addition to dozens of individuals, have been forced to leave
Taybeh last two years.
o Destinations include the United States, Spain, and Guatemala.
III. Legal Assessment

1. Protection of Civilian Property

o The destruction and vandalism of private civilian property
constitute violations of Article 53 of the Fourth Geneva Convention,
which prohibits the destruction of property belonging to protected

persons.
2. Responsibility of the Occupying Power

o Under international law, the occupying power bears full
responsibility for the acts of settlers operating under its
effective control, particularly in the absence of investigation
and accountability.

o The failure to prevent or punish such acts constitutes a breach

of the duty to protect the civilian population.

3. Right to Work and Livelihood

o Harassment of farmers and obstruction of economic activity
violate the right to work and to an adequate standard of living,
as guaranteed under the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).



4. Prohibition of Forcible Transfer

o The creation of a coercive environment that compels civilians
to leave their homes amounts to indirect forcible transfer,
which is strictly prohibited under international humanitarian

law.
5. Freedom of Movement and Personal Security

o Checkpoint closures and repeated military incursions violate
the rights to freedom of movement and personal security, and
contravene the principles of military necessity and

proportionality.
IV. Religious and Cultural Dimension

These violations are of heightened concern as they occur during the
Christmas season, in a town of deep Christian, historical, and cultural
significance.

In Taybeh, Christmas is not merely a religious celebration; it is a living
expression of presence, identity, and attachment to the land.

“Our Christmas is a story of land"—a story threatened by violence, fear,

and displacement.

V. Legal and Diplomatic Requests

In light of the above, we respectfully call upon diplomatic missions to.
1. Take a clear and principled diplomatic position condemning settler
violence and related violations.
2. Exert pressure on the occupying power to fulfill its legal obligations
to protect civilians and their property.
3. Support international monitoring, fact-finding, or protective
mechanisms in Taybeh.



4. Reaffirm the illegality of any situation resulting from violence or
forcible displacement.

5. Support the right of the residents of Taybeh to remain on their land
in safety and dignity.

VI. Conclusion

The continued absence of accountability for these violations undermines
the international legal order and threatens the historical and human
presence of Taybeh.

We submit this memorandum in good faith and with the expectation that
stated international commitments will be translated into concrete and
timely action.

Our Christmas is a story of land—and protecting this story is a shared legal

and moral responsibility.

Respectfully,
Fr. Bashar Fawadleh

Latin Parish Taybeh — Palestine.



